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Into the wild: IACUCs and field studies Animals studies done in the field are unlike other institutional animal research projects-the environment is extensive and often unfamiliar, the research variables are legion, and danger is (potentially) lurking in every forest, swamp, ocean, road, meadow, or mountain. Still, IACUCs are responsible for regulating and evaluating animal research conducted by researchers at their parent institution, even if that research is done far from the friendly confines of the campus or institutional facilities. Kennedy and his colleagues provide practical guidance to IACUCs faced with evaluating field study research proposals by sampling the questions a responsible IACUC might ask and outlining six essential principles that guide humane wildlife studies. The authors also explore the issues of occupational health and safety as they relate to animal research conducted in that unpredictable realm of 'the field.' See page 27
